
From:  Tony Arranaga <tony.arranaga@lacity.org>

Sent time:  08/01/2019 11:40:44 AM

To:  
Craig Bullock <craig.bullock@lacity.org>; Daniel Halden <Daniel.Halden@lacity.org>; Jeanne Min <jeanne.min@lacity.org>; Marisol Salguero
<marisol.rodriguez@lacity.org>

Subject:  Fwd: Press Release: Millennium Hollywood Demolished by Court of Appeal
 

FYI.. city News service is looking for a quote 

Tony Arranaga 
Communications Director 
Office of Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell
213-258-9533

Begin forwarded message:

From: City Hall <lacity1@sbcglobal.net>
Date: August 1, 2019 at 11:29:24 AM PDT
To: Tony Arranaga <tony.arranaga@lacity.org>
Subject: FW: Press Release:  Millennium Hollywood Demolished by Court of Appeal

 
 
Eric Heinz 
Los Angeles City Hall Reporter
City News Service
(213) 978‐0392
 

From: Lori
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2019 8:07 AM
To: cnsciv@sbcglobal.net
Cc: lacity1@sbcglobal.net
Subject: Fwd: Press Release: Millennium Hollywood Demolished by Court of Appeal
 
 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Robert Silverstein" <robert@robertsilversteinlaw.com>
Date: August 1, 2019 at 6:21:40 AM PDT
To: undisclosed‐recipients:;
Subject: Press Release:  Millennium Hollywood Demolished by Court of Appeal

Resending, including attached Court of Appeal decision.
 
Press Release
July 31, 2019
 
HUGE VICTORY FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS FIGHTING MILLENNIUM HOLLYWOOD PROJECT:
Court of Appeal Demolishes Controversial Millennium Project and its EIR
 
Community groups fighting the Millennium Hollywood project celebrated a major victory today when
the California Court of Appeal delivered another blow to developer Millennium Hollywood.

“This is a huge victory,” said attorney Robert P. Silverstein, who has represented local community
groups against the city council and developer for the last six years.  “The Court of Appeal threw out
the environmental impact report.  The city council and Millennium lost 100 percent of the issues they
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had asked the court to review,” Silverstein said.  

“The court affirmed the trial judge’s 2015 invalidation of Millennium’s illegal project,” Silverstein
added.  

“Millennium deserves a star on the Hollywood ‘walk of shame’,” said Brian Dyer, one of the leaders
of Stopthemillenniumhollywood.com, the lead plaintiff in the litigation.  “They are also the
developer of the leaning and sinking Tower of San Francisco disaster.  Yet the city council and Mayor
Garcetti supported this dangerous company and their false claims,” Dyer added.    

“It’s Millennium’s fault,” quipped Silverstein, who also noted the State’s 2014 mapping of the active,
7.0‐magnitude Hollywood Earthquake Fault directly through the project site.  

“Not only did the city council and the developer ignore our coalition of community groups, but they
even tried to ignore mother nature by pretending the earthquake fault wasn’t there,” said
community activist and Hollywood resident Annie Gagen.  “Rules matter.  No one is above the law.”  

The Millennium project also ran into opposition from Caltrans.  Caltrans criticized the EIR’s use of
bogus traffic figures and its failure to study the project’s massive safety impacts to the 101 Freeway,
Silverstein noted.  

While the court upheld all grounds on which the project was stopped at trial, the decision focuses
mainly on the EIR’s violation of a core issue under the California Environmental Quality Act, said
Silverstein.  “The EIR was so blurry, it amounted to a fraud on the public,” Silverstein explained. 

“Nobody could actually tell what would be built, where, or what uses it would have.  It was just a
huge give‐away by the city council and Hollywood Councilman Mitch O’Farrell,” Silverstein added.  

The Court of Appeal opinion can be accessed here.  https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?
uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A8f56d51c‐e6ec‐4207‐99b0‐e4b92f310392

The court explained that the city council kept the public in the dark as to the most basic details of
what Millennium would build:  “the public had no idea how many buildings or towers would be built
and where they would be located on the project site.”  (p. 12.)  

It found the project description was so misleading that it “fails to describe the siting, size, mass, or
appearance of any building proposed to be built at the project site.”  (p. 23.)  

The Court went on to explain that because the “EIR did not contain site plans, cross‐sections, building
elevations, or illustrative massing to show what buildings would be built, where they would be sited,
what they would look like, and how many there would be” (p. 25), the whole environmental analysis
was impaired, Silverstein said.

“Millennium's failure to present any concrete project proposal, instead choosing concepts and
‘impact envelopes’ rather than an accurate, stable, and finite project, was an obstacle to informed
public participation."  (p. 27.)  

Community leader Brian Dyer said he was “especially grateful that the court saw how the EIR harmed
the public’s ability to participate in the process.”  

Silverstein observed that this victory comes against the backdrop of dramatic FBI investigations of
Councilman Jose Huizar, formerly the head of the city council’s powerful Land Use and Management
Committee, and Raymond Chan, formerly head of the city’s Department of Building and Safety.  

“Chan’s involvement,” said Silverstein, “is particularly troubling.  His department approved
Millennium’s ludicrous seismic studies.  We were complaining that city oversight may have been
improperly influenced because the developer’s chief lobbyist had hired Chan’s son at the very same
time,” said Silverstein.  “Unfortunately, city officials completely ignored us.”

The location for the proposed project is a nearly 5‐acre site straddling Vine Street, north of
Hollywood Blvd., surrounding the historic Capitol Records Tower.  

“Doubling down, Millennium filed a backup application last year, this one even more obscene than
the one we just defeated,” said Silverstein.  “Now calling itself ‘Hollywood Center’ to try to escape
the taint of their San Francisco disaster and their mounting failures in Los Angeles, Millennium now
wants city approval to build towers, including 46 stories high, on top of the earthquake fault,”
Silverstein noted.  "It's jaw dropping."  

http://stopthemillenniumhollywood.com
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“If Mayor Garcetti and Councilman O’Farrell are foolhardy enough to support this renamed, even
more dangerous Millennium project, we will fight them every step of the way,” Silverstein pledged. 
He added that “the FBI should continue to investigate city officials.  Clearly, LA city hall won't police
itself.”

“We are not willing to Manhattanize our landscapes with skyscrapers, much less on top of a 7.0
earthquake fault,” said Aaron Epstein, another of the plaintiff’s leaders.  “The public is watching, and
so are the courts.”

Contact:
Robert P. Silverstein
robert@robertsilversteinlaw.com
626‐449‐4200 (o)
818‐970‐1836 (c)
 

###

 

Robert P. Silverstein, Esq. 
The Silverstein Law Firm, APC
215 North Marengo Avenue, 3rd Floor
Pasadena, CA  91101‐1504
Telephone: (626) 449‐4200
Facsimile:  (626) 449‐4205
Email: Robert@RobertSilversteinLaw.com 
Website: www.RobertSilversteinLaw.com 
=================================== 
The information contained in this electronic mail message is confidential
information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above, 
and may be privileged. The information herein may also be protected by the 
Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 USC Sections 2510‐2521. If the 
reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
immediately notify us by telephone (626‐449‐4200), and delete the original 
message. Thank you.
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